Colonies and W^orld Order

ANONYMOUS

In this contracting world of ever more rapid means of
communication and of ever more extensive instruments of
destruction the dependence of all forms of human progress on
a sound international order is evident. Only if a third world
catastrophe can be prevented and peaceful work and cultural
relations adopted among the nations is it possible to build up
societies in which man can develop his potentialities in freedom
from fear and want. A realization of this is a natural accompani-
ment of the present breakdown in international relations. It
echoes the thoughts of 1918 and 1919. On the other hand;,
few now have any illusions that a new and safe world order
will be born of idealism alone. We are far from the optimism of
the early League of Nations period. In other words., our wisdom
is, as always, greater than that of our fathers.

But is it enough? A realism which is compounded^of accept-
ance of the need for international security and hesitation in
seeking ways of winning this security, leads many, when examin-
ing concrete problems of human advance, to dismiss the inter-
national aspects of their particular problems in an uneasy
parenthesis. A sound world order is assumed so that particular
contributions to the wealth and happiness of mankind can be
constructed on the assumption that somehow or other further
war will be prevented. It would be more realistic to focus each
concrete reform not within a complete picture which so far has
not been drawn, but within the setting of the requirements of
world order. As things are, however, in the present fevers of war
and doubt, the eyes of many leaders become afflicted with
short sight when they look outside the existing walls of their
own communities and of their own problems.

Among two groups, both of which may be constructive
forces, the linking of colonial and international issues is apt to
affect the eyesight. Leaders of the colonial peoples, particularly